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He is risen!
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[image: image5.wmf]You have probably seen the commercials for Cadbury’s yellow cream-filled  Easter eggs.  These sugar-saturated, chocolate-coated delectables appear only around the Easter season. The other day, at our local grocery store, there was a sign on the Cadbury egg display stating, “All Sold Out, more on the way!” I’ve never experienced the delight of eating one of these eggs, but from what I hear, “they are to die for.” That comment, “they are to die for,” coupled with the fact that these candy eggs become available once a year, speaks to the annual Easter message anticipated by Christians.  

Since a comparison has already been set up between these once-a
-year eggs and the once-a-year event of Easter, it begs the 
question: if the eggs are worth dying for, does the same hold true 
for the ministry of Jesus? And there it is, in all its stark reality!

For some, the Christian Easter celebration is just a nuisance,
 and irrelevant in remembering a martyr of 2000 years ago. This 
Jesus is just one of many of thousands of martyrs who died for a 
cause. What makes the death of Jesus any different from any of the 
social and political activists who have lost their lives, in as few as 
the past ten years?  These men and women also “died for” what 
they believed. They were willing to sacrifice everything, including their lives, just like Jesus. So, what makes the death of Jesus different from all other martyrs, for a billion or more people all over the world who devote themselves to the Passion and Easter story of Jesus?
The literalist Christian tradition says that Jesus died so that we may have eternal life. Is that all there is? Does our belief merely mean that we get a free pass to eternal life? It seems to me the gospels point out that resurrection is NOT the after-life experience, but in reality it is about the transformations or the resurrections that happen in our earthy life, when we share our lives with the way of Jesus. The experiences of following Jesus broaden our scope and understanding of the Easter story that has been confined to a short period of time, just like the Cadbury Easter eggs.   

                                                                                                 Contd. on pg. 2 
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The uniqueness of the Jesus resurrection account is that it has out-lasted the myths of Rome and Greece, Babylon and Assyria, which pertain to the various gods who experienced resurrection. Why? Is it not that people experience Jesus’ resurrection in the 
life, the death and the resurrection of everyday life itself? People are able to see people like themselves being transformed or offered new beginnings, or new life starting again. Scripture is full of these stories. The parable of the wheat that falls on the ground is the image Jesus uses frequently to represent transformation or resurrection for people.
This is why I and many others are drawn to the resurrection account in a celebratory way, because Jesus’ life is the Archetype of resurrection of all life. There is birth, life, death and resurrection in every human being’s life and throughout creation.
As in Bishop Shelby Spong’s life, the resurrection story is central in my life. It is not because it offers the way to eternal life, rather it is about the on-going power of transformation that many of Jesus’ time witnessed and that continues to be witnessed in the world today. In this way, there is great hope for our lives and the world to be transformed. That transformation, that resurrection, is the vision we celebrate every Sunday—new life, new beginnings, and a new way of living.    

Although the celebration of Easter comes but once a year, which gives us the chance to remember the story of Jesus’ resurrection, it helps us to remember all the resurrections that have happened, bringing forth hope and transformation “that’s worth dying for.” In order for resurrection to happen in our daily lives, Paul’s words to the Roman community say it all: “Death could not contain him (Romans 6:9),” filling each day with new life. 
          Spong: John Shelby. “Jesus for the Non-Religious.” Toronto, Harper\Perennial, 2007, Pp. 87-130   
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                          (LIVING OUR FUTURE TODAY)

         COMMITTEE 

           UPDATE

The members of the LOFT committee have been meeting each week since early January, to address the many issues involved with the development of our new facilities at 
Lansing. Most of the work has involved the construction and worship groups, working closely with the architect, to develop detailed plans that will be used by the construction contractors to build our new facilities.


The Worship Group is working on details for:

· removal, storage and the installation of our stained glass windows in our new building;

· working with audio-visual and acoustic consultants to develop a plan for the new sanctuary;

· developing plans with the architect for the interior of the new sanctuary; and

· developing a plan, in conjunction with CJUC representatives, for a kitchen to serve our the various congregation and outside group needs various functions.

The Construction Committee is working on details for:

· the exterior finishes of the building;

· the interior finishes for the facilities, including the old sanctuary and the child care centre;

· details for the different rooms, including storage and partitions between meeting rooms;   

· the type of mechanical/electrical system that will be required; and

· other consulting services that are required, including landscaping, soil testing, and the potential restoration costs for the church tower.

In early April, the architects submitted the site plan application to the City of Toronto for their review and approval. Once the site plan is approved, we can move forward with applying for building permits; however the site plan approval process could take between two to four months.


Our Transitions Group has also been busy with reviewing various alternative sites for the congregation to use, when our new building is being constructed. We are planning a meeting with the potential construction manager, in late April, to discuss timing of construction, and when Lansing may be able to use the old sanctuary when the new premises are being built.


If you have any questions regarding this exciting new chapter in Lansing’s history, please don’t hesitate to contact one of the LOFT committee members for an update or progress report.

· Bruce Hemming
[image: image9.wmf]  Lansing Food Bank 
            Update

As stated in the 2010 Annual Reports, the Food Bank had our busiest year in our history, serving near 900 families, of which 460 were new registrants in 2010. We had an excellent food drive over the Christmas period, allowing us to give some extra items for the holiday season.

The growing trend for people to need the food bank continued into the new year, as we enrolled 116 new families from January 1 to the end of March, for an average 7 new families each open day. If this rate continues, we will well eclipse last year’s record number. February was one of our lower months for attendance, mainly due to two big snowstorms, but that was short lived as March picked up the slack very quickly. Our current enrolment of active families (those who have used the food bank at least twice in the past four months) now sits at 640, or just over 1,700 people. Children under the age of 12 account for near 10% of this number, with seniors adding up to another 15%.

With the Christmas rush well behind us, the amount of actual food donations has been reduced, but financial contributions remain very good. This has allowed us to purchase the needed food items to fill in the shortfalls of donated food. We continue to average $2000 to $3000 per month on purchased product.  There are some days that we do actually run out of some items (like kernel corn, rice and cereal) as we just cannot purchase enough to keep up, let alone try to have some reserve for very busy days, as we have had in the first two days of April (130 families).

Once we have some firm dates for the construction of our new facility at Lansing to begin, we will begin in earnest to try to find an alternate location for the food bank, as we must vacate the premises for a short period of time. It will be a big challenge to find a suitable location within the Yonge-Sheppard area.

We are blessed, in having the number of dedicated volunteers that faithfully come out each week. We are a very close-knit group of people. Unfortunately, in February we lost one of our husband and wife teams of Russian-speaking translators, who began attending English school, and we lost another husband and wife team in the second week of April. This leaves us without a translator for Thursdays, until we can find another person.

· David Otty, Director, Food Bank
What did the cross- eyed school teacher say to his disruptive children? 

"I can't control my pupils." 
A poster read: "God is dead." - Nietzche. 
The graffiti underneath read: "Nietzche is dead." - God

[image: image10.wmf]Lest we forget…                       THE (SCIENTIFIC)
                                  DEATH OF JESUS
At the age of 33, Jesus was                                condemned to death. At the time, crucifixion was the "worst"                                death. Only the worst criminals were condemned to be crucified. Yet it was even more dreadful for Jesus, unlike other criminals condemned to death by crucifixion Jesus was to be nailed to the cross by his hands and feet.
Each nail was 6 to 8 inches long. The nails were driven into his wrists, not into his palms as is commonly portrayed. There's a tendon in the wrist that extends to the shoulder. The Roman guards knew that when the nails were being hammered into the wrist that tendon would tear and break, forcing Jesus to use his back muscles to support himself so that he could breathe. Both of his feet were nailed together. Thus, he was forced to support himself on the single nail that impaled his feet to the cross. Jesus could not support himself with his legs because of the pain so he was forced to alternate between arching his back, then using his legs just to continue to breathe. Imagine the struggle, the pain, the suffering, the courage.

Jesus endured this reality for over three hours. Yes, over 3 hours! Can you imagine this kind of suffering? A few minutes before he died, Jesus stopped bleeding. He was simply pouring water from his wounds. From common images we see wounds to his hands and feet and even the spear wound to his side. But do we realize his wounds were actually made in his body. A hammer driving large nails through the wrist, the feet overlapped
and an even larger nail hammered through the arches; then a Roman guard piercing his side with a spear. 
But before the nails and the spear, Jesus was whipped and beaten. The whipping was so severe that it tore the flesh from his body. The beating was so horrific that his face was torn, and his beard ripped from his face. The crown of thorns cut deeply into his scalp. Most men would not have survived this torture. He had no more blood to bleed out, only water poured from his wounds.
The human adult body contains about 3.5 liters (just less than a gallon) of blood. Jesus poured all 3.5 liters of his blood; he had three nails hammered into his members; a crown of thorns on his head and, beyond that, a Roman soldier who stabbed a spear into his side. 
After all of this, he forgave them…for they knew not what they did. All these, without mentioning the humiliation he suffered after carrying his own cross for almost two kilometers, while the crowd spat in his face and threw stones (the cross was almost 30 kg of weight, only its horizontal part, where his hands were nailed). Jesus had
to endure this experience, to open the Gates of Heaven, so that we can have free access to God.


                                                      From the Archives
                                                      


                  Church Bulletin Bloopers
· Evening massage - 6 p.m.
·  The Pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation would lend him their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday morning. 

·  The audience is asked to remain seated until the end of the recession.
· Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles, and other items to be recycled. Proceeds will be used to cripple children.
·  The outreach committee has enlisted 25 visitors to make calls on people who are not afflicted with any church. 
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ARE YOU STILL 


THINKING OF JOINING 


OUR JOYFUL 


NOISE-MAKERS?





Now is the time to do something about it! Come out to 


choir practice next Thursday—7:30 p.m.—and have a 


chat with our Music Director, Lana. You will be cordially 


welcomed. 





You don’t have to be a ‘singing sensation’: most choirs are comprised of individuals who have a ‘decent’ voice but, more important, a desire to serve God through singing.  





Come on…just do it! Okay?
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KERNELS FROM KOREA





Rev. Fred Bayliss is pleased with the progress he has made at Severance Hospital and with the acceptance of his work as accountant. He is also treasurer for the Mission and joint treasurer for the Committee which handles all funds from Canada for the Korean Church.


	Olive is continuing her work at the Grace Home and has taken over a project for Beulah Bournes who is home on furlough this year. Miss Bournes has been running a private relief agency. She receives and distributes several parcels each month plus gifts of money.
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